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Introductory Note 
Qy 
Sompong Sucharitkul 
All ten countries of Southeast Asia, including Myanmar, signed the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Treaty. The Treaty is a reaffirmation of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations' (ASEAN) leaders' -determination to maintain peace and security in the 
region of SOlltheast Asia in the spirit of friendly relations and cooperation, mutual understanding 
and good neighborliness, as enunciated in previous declarations and communiques of ASEAN 
_, Member States. It recalls the Program of Action on the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality 
(ZOPF AN) adopted at the Twenty-Sixth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Singapore in July 1993, 
and the importance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NP1) in 
contributing towards international peace and security. Its conclusion is consistent with the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly which 
encoUIflges the establishment of nuclear weapon-free zones. 
The SEANWFZ Treaty accomplishes many aims. It is designed to protect the region from 
environmental. pollution and the hazards posed by radioactive wastes and other radioactive 
materials. It contains an article on the use of terms, the Treaty's application and the basic 
. undertakings by States· Parties, guaranteeing the right to use nuclear energy for economic 
development and social progress. The Treaty refers to International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) safeguards, and emphasizes the need to comply with the Convention on Early 
Notification of a N:uclear Accident. It contains provisions with regard to the visits of foreign 
ships and aircraft, including transit passages. The Treaty establishes a Commission with an 
- Executive Committee to ensure proper operation of verification measures in accordance with the 
"*[Reproduced from the treaty text provided by the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Introductory Note was 
prepared for International Legal Materials by Professor Sompong Sucharitl-ul, Golden Gate University School of 
:I:-aw ru;!.d ~ Corresponding Editor for Southeast Asia. 
{Other regional agreements carried by I.L.M. include the following: the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone 
Treaty, June 21-23, 1995, .appears at 35 I.L.M. 698 (1996); the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America, February 14,1967, appears at 6 I.L.M. 521 (1967) and information on its status as of May 2,1989 
appears. at 28 I.L.M. 1400 (1989); and the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, August 6, 1985, appears at 
. , 24 I.L.M. 1440 (1985). 
[The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, July 1, 1968, appears at 7 I.L.M. 809 (1968); the 
IAEA Guidelines for Safeguards Agreements Under the Non-Proliferation Treaty appear at 10 I.L.M. 855 (1971); 
the IAEA-U.S. Agreement for the Application of Safeguards in Connection with the Treaty for the Prolnoition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, February 17, 1989, appears at 28 I.L.M. 1345 (1989); and the Convention on 
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, October 26, 1979, appears at 18 I.L.M. 1419 (1979). 
[For additional information contact ASEAN Headquarters, 70-A Jalan Sisingamangaraja, P.O. Box 2072, 
Jakarta, Indonesia (tel.: (62)(21)716451; fax: (62)(21)7398234).] 
635 
636 
Control System in Article 10. The Treaty also contains provisions on remedial measures and 
a dispute settlement clause, and defmes its role with other international organizations. 
The Treaty has an Annex Fact-Finding Missions, and a Protocol to the Treaty which in 
Article 3 provides that the Treaty is open for signature by the People's Republic of China, the 
Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, France and the United States of America. The Treaty 
would be useful once it is signed by all or even a few permanent members of the Security 
Council of the United Nations. Time will tell whether, signed or unsigned by any Nuclear 
Power, the Treaty will have any meaningful impact on the peace and stability in Southeast Asia, 
in response to the collective demand of its peoples for peace, progress and prosperity. 
I.L.M. Content Summary 
[preamble] ....................................... I.L.M. Page 639 
[The ultimate goal is complete disarmament of nuclear weapons to promote international 
peace and security] 
Article 1 USE OF TERMS ............................. I.L.M. Page 639 
[Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone; territory; nuclear weapon; station; radioactive 
material; radioactive wastes; dumping] 
Article 2 APPLICATION OF THE TREATY .................. I.L.M. Page 640 
[The Treaty applies to the territories, continental shelves and EEZ of the Zone (See 
ZOPFAN); UNCLOS 1982 rights are not affected by this Treaty] 
Article 3 BASIC UNDERTAKING ........................ I.L.M. Page 640 
[The parties promise that no nuclear weapons will be developed, manufactured, acquired, 
possessed, stationed, transported, tested or used in the Zone] 
Article 4 USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 
FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES ....................... I.L.M. Page 641 
[Nuclear material and facilities will be used exclusively for peaceful purposes; IAEA 
guidelines and standards will apply; nuclear programs will be subject to assessment by other 
parties; restrictions on the transfer of material and equipment to other states] 
Article 5 IAEA SAFEGUARDS .......................... I.L.M. Page 642 
[Each party shall enter into an agreement with the IAEA] 
Article 6 [CONVENTION ON] EARLY NOTIFICATION 
OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT ...........•......... I.L.M. Page 642 
[Each party shall accede to the Convention] 
